WATER
BAPTISM

ACTS 2:38

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.



WHAT IS WATER BAPTISM?

When a man and woman get married in our culture, they exchange rings as symbols of the
reality that they have become husband and wife. The wedding ring isn’t what makes them
married - that happens when they say their “I Do’s”. In fact, they don’t even need to exchange
rings in order to be married. Yet, rings are a useful symbol because those gold bands on the
third finger of the left hand tell the world that they are husband and wife. A wedding ring is an
outward symbol of the inward reality that they belong to each other. Baptism is like a wedding
ring.

Being baptized is not how a person becomes a Christian - you became a Christian the moment
you placed your faith in and decided to follow Jesus Christ. If you do not get baptized, you are
still a Christian because your salvation does not depend on works (see Ephesians 2:8-9). Yet,
because Jesus taught that his followers should get baptized, you ought to obey Him, just like
you are called to obey everything else He taught. Baptism is an outward symbol of the inward
reality that you are a “believer in” and “follower of” Jesus Christ.



WHEN SHOULD | BE BAPTIZED??

We're all on a spiritual journey in life, and we're all at different places on that journey.
Depending on where you are on your spiritual journey, some of you will be ready for
baptism while others may not be. How do you know if you're ready?

Are you ready?

This baptism event is called a “Believer’s
Baptism” so it is appropriate for people
who are “believers in” and “followers of”
Jesus Christ.

If you believe God the Father loves you so
much that He sent His Son Jesus to die on
the cross for your sins, have made the
decision to turn away from your sinful
lifestyle (repentance) and if you commit to
pursuing full-devotion to Jesus in all areas
of your life, then you are ready to be
baptized! If you're not there yet, then
baptism is not an appropriate step for you
to take at this point on your spiritual
journey.




WHY IS
BAPTISM
IMPORTANT?

Matthew 28:19-20 - “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.”

Just before Jesus ascended to Heaven, He gave
one last command known as the “Great
Commission”.

He said, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Those
were His marching orders for His original
followers and they are His marching orders for
us today.

Think about it... of all the things Jesus could
have said before leaving the earth, He said that
those who make a choice to believe and follow
Him should repent from their sins and be
baptized. Baptism is a BIG DEAL! For the past
2,000 years baptism has been a powerful act of
obedience revealing their faith in, love for and
commitment to Jesus.



DOES BAPTISM TAKE AWAY SIN?

Some people come to Bridge thinking they
must get baptized in order for their sins to
be forgiven by God.

If you believe this to be true, consider
these words from the Apostle Paul: “I am
thankful that | did not baptize any of you
except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can
say that you were baptized into my name..
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but
to preach the gospel - not with words of
human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power”

(1 Corinthians 1:14-15,17).

The Apostle Paul was one of the greatest
evangelists to have ever walked the earth. In
his own words, he said he was not sent by Jesus
to baptize people, but to preach the gospel. He
spent his life sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ
with others all over the known world at that
time, but he only baptized a few people. If
there was even a remote possibility that you
needed to get baptized to get your sins
forgiven, Paul would have done it just to be
safe. But he did not.



IF I'M NOT BAPTIZED, CAN
| STILL GO TO HEAVEN?

One of the thieves continued to mock Jesus while the

other said to Him, “Jesus, remember me when you

come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). This criminal

was placing his faith in Jesus when he was only hours

away from death. Jesus didn’t say, “Thanks for placing

your faith in me. It's too bad you won’'t get to heaven
because you have never been baptized.”

Instead, the gospel of Luke records this: “Jesus
answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise’ (Luke 23:43).

Baptism was not necessary for the thief to get to
heaven and it's not necessary for you to get to heaven
either.

Remember, your salvation is based on placing your
faith in Jesus, not by any works (getting baptized,
going to church, giving money to the poor - see
Ephesians 2:8-9).




HOW DOES BRIDGE CHURCH
BAPTIZE BELIEVERS?

DIFFERENT CHURCHES BAPTIZE PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT WAYS. AT
BRIDGE, WE PRACTICE BAPTISM BY WHAT WE CALL “IMMERSION"”
WHICH MEANS YOUR ENTIRE BODY GOES UNDER THE WATER.
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The reason we do this is the Greek word for baptism, BAPTIZO, which literally means: “to dip or
immerse”. Back 2,000 years ago it was common to use the word “baptize” when you wanted to
dye a cloth, transforming it from white to purple. In order to do this, you didn’t sprinkle purple
dye onto the cloth. Nor did you pour dye over it. Instead, you got a container filled with purple
dye and “baptized” the cloth - fully immersed the cloth in it. So, baptism by immersion best
captures the meaning of the word as it appears to be depicted in the New Testament.

For example, in the book of Acts it says, “And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him” (Acts 8:38). And yet,
we need to acknowledge that in the early 2nd century, only one generation removed from the
original apostles, there is evidence that Christians were baptized by ways other than immersion.
These various ways to baptize have continued today.

The typical way we baptize at Bridge is by immersion, by going totally under the water. Yet,
some people cannot physically be baptized in this manner (e.g. broken leg, water phobia, other
medical conditions). In these cases we will baptize by sprinkling. Please know that this is NOT a
second rate baptism, it's just a different way to do it. In the end, God doesn’t care about the
amount of water used. Instead, He cares about your heart.




WHO CAN BAPTIZE ME??

"BACK THEN, CHRISTIANS SIMPLY BAPTIZED OTHER CHRISTIANS."

Back in the days when the New Testament
was written, there weren’'t any seminaries
nor was anybody ordained. Back then,
Christians simply baptized other Christians.
You didn’t need to be a pastor or a priest
to baptize someone and you don’t need to
be one now either.

At the upcoming baptism event, members
and leaders will be available to baptize
you. If you prefer, your spouse, friend,
parent, or small group leader can baptize
you. Anyone who is actively pursuing full
devotion to Jesus Christ may baptize you.

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE VARYING
SCHEDULES AND COMMITMENTS, WE
OFTEN NEED TO MAKE LAST MINUTE
CHANGES TO WHO IS BAPTIZING.
THEREFORE, IT ISN'T ALWAYS
POSSIBLE TO ASSIGN YOU TO BE
BAPTIZED BY A PARTICULAR PASTOR.
IF YOU FEEL YOU NEED TO DISCUSS
THIS SITUATION WITH OUR STAFF,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT THE
CHURCH OFFICE.



GUIDANCE ON HOW TO BE PREPARED

FIRST AND FOREMOST
GO TO ---> BRIDGECHURCH.TV/BAPTISMNEEDTOKNOWS

BEFORE BAPTISM

AFTER READING THE CONTENTS ON THE WEBPAGE ABOVE, MAKE A LIST AND INVITE
PEOPLE TO YOUR BAPTISM. WE HOPE YOU'LL INVITE FRIENDS, FAMILY, NEIGHBORS, CO-
WORKERS, AND EVEN THAT ONE PERSON IN YOUR LIFE THAT NEVER TOOK YOU UP ON THE
OFFER TO GO TO CHURCH TOGETHER. THESE PEOPLE WILL PROBABLY SAY, “YES” TO YOUR
INVITATION BECAUSE THEY WANT TO SUPPORT YOU. BE SURE TO GIVE THEM AMPLE
NOTICE SO THEY CAN ADJUST THEIR SCHEDULE TO BE AT THIS IMPORTANT EVENT.

DAY OF BAPTISM

BE SURE TO WEAR DARK-COLORED, MODEST BOTTOMS FOR GETTING IN THE WATER. AS A
GIFT, WE WILL GIVE YOU A BLACK "MEET THE NEW ME." T-SHIRT.

BRING A CHANGE OF CLOTHES AND A TOWEL, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER ITEMS YOU MAY
NEED.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOMED TO COME UP TO THE BAPTISMAL WITH THEIR
CAMERAS TO RECORD AND TAKE PICTURES.

AFTER BAPTISM

CELEBRATE! AFTER SERVICE, GO OUT TO EAT WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND CELEBRATE
WHAT COD HAS DONE IN YOUR LIFE! THIS WOULD BE A GREAT TIME FOR YOUR GUESTS TO
SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT YOUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH OR FOR YOU TO SHARE THE
IMPACT JESUS HAS HAD ON YOUR LIFE!



